Arietta Cinematografica Presents:

“The Truth About
La DolceVita”
by Giuseppe Pedersoli

ABOUT THE PROJECT
Our aim is to submit the documentary to all the upcoming main international film festivals, as this year is the
anniversary of Federico Fellini’s 100th birthday and “La
Dolce Vita’s” 60th year anniversary of its release, when it
also was awarded the “Palme d’Or” at Cannes.

Title: “La Verità su: La Dolce Vita”
Running time: 83’
Audio: Italian, English subtitles
Genre: Docu-drama
Production: ARIETTA CINEMATOGRAFICA S.R.L & ISTITUTO LUCE
Directed by: Giuseppe Pedersoli
Produced by: Gaia Gorrini and Giuseppe Pedersoli

THE GAMBLE OF A LIFETIME
On October 20, 1959 Giuseppe Amato –renowned producer of
many masterpieces of the Italian neorealism, like Blasetti’s “A walk
in the clouds” or De Sica’s “Umberto D.”– sits alone in a small screening room. In front of him are the unfinished sequences of Federico Fellini’s “La Dolce Vita” which at the time were very likely to remain unfinished. Taking “La dolce Vita” to completion was a crazy
gamble that no one in the Italian film business was willing to take on.
When Giuseppe Amato screened it, director’s version ran four
hours long. The project was facing a standoff, Fellini categorically refused to cut out any footage, resulting in Angelo Rizzoli’s refusal to release it through his Cineriz. Despite facing the craziest
odds Giuseppe Amato had ever encountered, he decides to take on
this gamble. One that will cost him his career and ultimately his life.

THE MAKING OF A MYTH
The images of Anita Ekberg’s sensual walk through the Trevi’s fountain
have become an icon of a bygone era. The Swedish beauty’s mesmerizing
allure inside the Trevi’s fountain magically illuminated by Otello Martelli and the dazed embrace of her suitor Marcello, choreographed by the unforgettable strains of Nino Rota!
How can anyone forget the scenes in which the “Paparazzi” –a term coined there, during the filming on
Via Veneto– like feral animals, hunt down the great American movie stars who at the time were lining up to work in the
Eternal City, the Hollywood on the Tiber. Vespa-riding armies engaging in memorable photo-flash battles amidst the costumes and sets by
Piero Gherardi accurately reconstructed in the bustling Cinecittà studios.

THE TRUE STORY BEHIND
THE FILM
Based on original and never before published letters, contracts and production documents this
docu-drama portrays the real story behind the
scenes of the most famous Italian film recounted

by the protagonists in their own words: Federico Fellini, Giuseppe Amato, and Angelo Rizzoli.
To complete the picture, there are several interviews that add more context to the narration.
Italian film icons such as: Vittorio De Sica, Bernardo Bertolucci, Carlo Pedersoli, Marcello Mastroianni, Sandra Milo, Maria Amato, among others.

The uniqueness of this documentary relies on the
use of previously unpublished material drawn from
the Amato-Pedersoli family archives. To support
the story, several key events were recreated in “The
truth about: La Dolce Vita” to add to the drama,
one example being Padre Pio blessing Fellini’s film.

THE MAN WHO HELPED
DEFINE ITALIAN CINEMA
A central figure of Italian cinema between
the 20’s and 60’s, Giuseppe Amato was one
of the influential players in Italian film production. A sensitive, intuitive and adventurous producer, can boast several masterpieces
of Italian neorealism in his long list of credits.
Classic titles such as: “Umberto D.”, “Francesco Giullare di Dio”, “Don Camillo” and “The
Facts of Murder”, to name a few. An elegant and
charming man devoted to the art of filmmaking
both an actor and as a director first, and to ultimately become great catalyst of Italian cinema.
The highlight of his forty-year career is carefully reconstructed in this docudrama, explaining why he
was the only producer in Italy to understand the importance and extraordinary nature of the movie ”La
Dolce Vita”, a larger than life gamble that created a
myth, but that also came at great personal expense.
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